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| wish to start by congratulating all those members who were successful in the
County Council elections two weeks ago. | am delighted that the Liberal Democrats
now have more members. Henry Batchelor will bring the average age of the
Council down by quite some years and Anna Bradnam's welcome tenaciousness
and attention to detail may well age some by years.

It is most encouraging that the Liberal Democrats polled more votes cumulatively in
the South Cambs Mayoral and CCC elections than the Conservatives this year
which should make next May even more exciting and may go some way to explain
the grim approach taken by the County’s Conservatives to open government,
transparency and decency.

This year, as usual, | asked my group what they wanted me to say today.

They said: Everything is falling apart.
We need the tools to do our job and we are no longer given them.
South Cambs has fewer staff and so we are expected to do more but
they have to support us in order for us to be effective.
You think it can't get any worse and then it gets worse.

So what do we need, to be able to do our jobs well and with pride?

We need access to ‘Insight’ but there appears to be no means of giving us it.

We need regularly updated lists of officers, their responsibilities and contact
details.

We need to know that our emails and phone calls will be responded to in a timely
manner.

We need confidence that when we recommend that our residents pay for the so
called ‘gold standard’ pre application service, that they are not going to have their
cheques returned months later when no report has been forthcoming.

We need a planning portal which is fit for purpose. Not one from which historic
applications have disappeared nor one on which applications don't appear or
appear late or unamended.

We need an economic development strategy which we can reference when
supporting local businesses.

We need portfolio holders who hold portfolio meetings and give us and our
residents opportunities to question and challenge them.

We need Scrutiny Committees established on best practice principles which are
worthy of their name - which are robust, challenging and fearless. They should be
adding value to our work by being our voice and our residents’ voice.



We need a refuse service which is comprehensive and we need to know that all our
residents receive the South Cambs magazine even those with high garden gates
which apparently the deliverers do not like to enter for fear there is a dog behind.

We need a stable workforce - not one where we are constantly shocked by the loss
of yet another valued, highly qualified and experienced officer.

We need assurance that South Cambs is not an unhappy place to work.

We need officers who are not over stretched, who are not struggling to manage
their workloads and who meet our needs as customers of this council to say
nothing of the needs of our Residents.

And what do our parishes want?

It is quite simple. They want a council which can protect them and keep them safe
and this is where YOU are really failing. The Conservative Local Plan has been a
disaster from start to finish. The sea change in how we manage planning
applications is shocking. No one is safe, no village unscathed. The impact of out of
control, unplanned development is being felt everywhere and you seem powerless
to help. This is not the fault of officers. This is the fault of a weak and vacillating
Conservative leadership blindly following the whims of a Conservative Government
that has no understanding of what we face here in South Cambridgeshire. This is
the fault of this Conservative Cabinet who do not face up to our Parishes to
apologise nor the Local Plan Inspector. Weak, ineffectual, destructive. These are
political decisions and it is the politicians - you - who must carry responsibility.

Will the story be any different next year? There’s no reason to believe the
Conservatives will have found a backbone. But there is one difference — this time
next year we face all up elections.

So | put you on notice that over the next 12 months the residents of South Cambs
will be left in no doubt at all where the blame for the destruction of their villages lies.
Cottenham, Waterbeach, Swavesey, Foxton, Over, Linton, Willingham [etc etc etc]
will understand that it was the Conservatives who did nothing for them. Far from
protecting them the Conservatives rolled over and were supine onlookers as the
speculative, destructive planning applications rolled in as a result of the failed
Conservative Local Plan.
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